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In mid-January, President Ernesto Zedillo's governing Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
reached agreement with representatives of the three opposition parties in the Chamber of Deputies
to enact far-reaching political reforms in Mexico. The agreement reached among members of the
PRI, the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD), the National Action Party (PAN) and the Labor Party
(PT) could help restore political stability in Mexico, which analysts consider a prerequisite for
economic stability. However, the effort to bring greater stability to Mexican political life was marred
by clashes between PRD and PRI members in Tabasco, in a dispute over governorship of that state.
According to news reports, tensions in Tabasco increased on Jan. 18 following rumors that as part
of the political reform agreement and as a concession to the PRD, the Zedillo administration would
pressure Tabasco Governor Roberto Madrazo to step down. The PRD claims the PRI committed
massive fraud to win the governor's seat, thus denying electoral victory to PRD candidate Manuel
Lopez Obrador.
The agreement announced by the four political parties contained vague language calling for the
"immediate resolution" of political conflicts in several states. Members of the government and
PRD told some news reporters privately that this could include new gubernatorial elections in
Tabasco and Chiapas under new electoral laws. Following the rumors and reports, members of
the PRI attacked a PRD rally, causing clashes among supporters of both parties and forcing the
intervention of riot police. On Jan. 20, Madrazo told supporters he had no intention of stepping
down. "I want to say that I am here by popular mandate, expressed by all of you in the Nov. 20
[Tabasco gubernatorial] election," he said in an address at the government palace on Jan. 19.

Tensions in Tabasco threaten agreement
However, on Jan. 23, representatives of the PRI and PRD began meeting in Tabasco to negotiate an
end to the conflict. PRD candidate Andres Lopez Obrador told the official news agency Notimex that
he is proposing that a special "plebiscite" be held, conducted by an independent organization, to ask
voters whether Madrazo should remain in office. Lopez Obrador said he would abide by the results
of such a vote. Meantime, the political agreement negotiated by the four parties generally calls for
the creation of an independent election authority, an end to the electoral campaign advantages held
by the PRI, and a moderation of the strong power enjoyed by Mexican presidents. In addition to
resolving disputes over state elections, the representatives agreed to create an elected government
for Mexico City, which is now ruled by a mayor appointed by the president in power.
Mexico's ruling party "is ready to undertake a definitive electoral reform, as well as begin its own
internal reform," said party president Maria de los Angeles Moreno, who announced the accord.
"We Mexicans are seeking certainty and stability from our electoral democracy, not a process that
causes division and strife," said Zedillo. Interior (Gobernacion) Secretary Esteban Moctezuma,
the architect of a policy of pushing through democratic reforms with the support of all opposition
parties, told one newspaper that Mexico would now leave its image of electoral "dirty tricks" behind.
Strong skepticism remained, however, on whether the agreement would truly bring about the
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needed changes to promote fair elections in Mexico. Former president Carlos Salinas de Gortari
modified the Constitution three times to guarantee free and fair elections, but never satisfied the
political opposition. Reforms proposed by Salinas in July of 1993 brought about some changes
to the federal elections of August 1994 (see SourceMex, 07/21/93), but these changes were not
comprehensive enough to dispel charges of fraud and unfair electoral practices.
"There are no guarantees, but this time there is real hope," said Jose Ortiz Pinchetti, a member of
the Federal Electoral Institute (Instituto Federal Electoral, IFE), who has pushed for deep democratic
reforms. "What is being addressed here is a reform of the system of power. It breaks with an
authoritarian tradition." According to columnist Sergio Sarmiento of the daily newspaper Reforma,
the agreement could indeed bring about true change given the enthusiastic support demonstrated
by the PRD, which in the past balked at other agreements or offered only lukewarm support.
Meanwhile, the agreement among the parties followed news that the Zapatista National Liberation
Army (Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, EZLN) and government representatives have
agreed to resume negotiations in Chiapas. That, in turn, has reinforced the prospective for lasting
accords on electoral and democratic reforms, since those are central conditions that the EZLN has
demanded for it to lay down its arms and rejoin the legal system.
On Jan. 17, the EZLN called a unilateral and indefinite cease-fire, citing evidence that the Zedillo
administration was sincere in efforts to seek peace. "The EZLN recognizes the serious efforts and
the sincere will of the government representatives to find true paths to dialogue and a just and
dignified peace," EZLN leaders said. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Associated Press, 01/17/95;
La Jornada, 01/18/95; Reforma, New York Times, Inter Press Service, 01/20/95; Reuter, 01/16/95,
01/17/95, 01/23/95; Notimex, 01/17/95, 01/24/95)
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